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PROPOSAL: 

19 ROOM TO TACK AT AN OBSTRUCTION 
19.1 When safety requires a close-hauled boat to make a substantial course change to avoid an 
obstruction and she intends to tack, but cannot tack and avoid another boat on the same tack, she 
shall hail for room to do so. Before tacking she shall give the hailed boat time to respond. The 
hailed boat shall either 

(a) tack as soon as possible, in which case the hailing boat shall also tack as soon as possible, 
or 

(b) immediately reply ‘You tack’, in which case the hailing boat shall tack as soon as possible 
and the hailed boat shall give room, and rules 10 and 13 do not apply. 

19.2 Rule 19.1 does not apply at a starting mark surrounded by navigable water or at its anchor 
line from the time boats are approaching them to start until they have passed them or at a mark 
that the hailed boat can fetch. When rule 19.1 applies, rule 18 does not. 

19.3 A boat shall not hail for room to tack except when this rule applies.  The hailed boat 
shall respond to a hail and, if she believes the hail breaks this rule, her only action is to 
protest. 

CURRENT POSITION: 

19 ROOM TO TACK AT AN OBSTRUCTION 
19.1 When safety requires a close-hauled boat to make a substantial course change to avoid an 
obstruction and she intends to tack, but cannot tack and avoid another boat on the same tack, she 
shall hail for room to do so. Before tacking she shall give the hailed boat time to respond. The 
hailed boat shall either 

(a) tack as soon as possible, in which case the hailing boat shall also tack as soon as possible, 
or 

(b) immediately reply ‘You tack’, in which case the hailing boat shall tack as soon as possible 
and the hailed boat shall give room, and rules 10 and 13 do not apply. 

19.2 Rule 19.1 does not apply at a starting mark surrounded by navigable water or at its anchor 
line from the time boats are approaching them to start until they have passed them or at a mark 
that the hailed boat can fetch. When rule 19.1 applies, rule 18 does not. 

REASON: 
At present, an improper hail for room to tack can only be protested and penalised under rule 
2.  The penalty for breaking rule 2 is DNE, which is too harsh for every improper hail.  An 
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early hail is sometimes made for tactical advantage, but is not necessarily a breach of rule 2 
in every case, and would be better actioned under rule 19 unless it is clearly also a rule 2 
situation. 


